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240 BOOK REVIEWS 

French Policy and the American Alliance of 1778. By Edward S. 
Corwin, Ph.D. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1916. 
Pp. 414. 

A reviewer of the impressionist school would be at once 
struck by the prodigious amount of scholarly research displayed 
in Dr. Corwin's very readable study of the alliance between 
France and the United States. State papers, diplomatic corre- 
spondence, Journals of Parliamntary Debates, and of debates 
of the Continental Congress, texts of treaties and of constitutions 
have been searchingly scanned with critical eye for the assembling 
of the materials used in the unfolding of this intensely dramatic 
story of what the author calls — and might we not venture even 
to say, questionably calls? — "the one entangling alliance to 
which the United States has been party." 

Throughout the four hundred pages of the work, the author lays 
particular stress upon the fact that this alliance between France 
and the North American Colonies was "motivated primarily by 
her desire to recover her lost preeminence on the Continent of 
Europe." While it is generally true that most writers of Amer- 
ican History have been willing to concede that were it not for 
the aid which France gave to the struggling American colonies 
in the Revolutionary War, this conflict would probably have 
ended without the Colonies achieving their independence; never- 
theless, American writers have been all too prone to regard this 
alliance as an outcome of the struggle between France and 
England for preeminence in the Western Hemisphere. This is 
but half truth. Dr. Corwin's exhaustive studies of Doniol's 
monumental work, Histoire de la Participation de la France a 
V Etablissement des Etats-Unis d'AmSriqne, Correspondance Dip- 
lomatique et Documents, lead him to shift the emphasis to where 
it more rightly belongs. This is that the alliance was not the 
result of the fact that France and England were striving for 
colonial domination in the western hemisphere alone, but that 
this struggle was but an incident in the more deeply laid conflict 
for supremacy in Europe. Naturally enough, the Count de 
Vergennes plays an important role in this diplomatic drama. 
The character of the man, his hopes and aims, his methods, his 
successes and failures are all developed in the book with such 
narrative skill that the purely academic and schoferly motif is 
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occasionally carefully concealed in a style that is happily refresh- 
ing. The chapter on the Mississippi and the Western Land 
Question is particularly illuminating and interesting. The 
claim of the United States to extend to the Mississippi is studied 
in great detail, and, in fact, the entire chapter seems to stand out 
as a complete essay in itself. The work as a whole is replete with 
interest and rich in learning. 



History of the United States. By Emerson David Fite, Ph.D., 
Frederick Ferris Thompson, Professor of Political Science in 
Vassar College. With Maps and Illustrations. New York: 
Henry Holt & Co., 1916. Pp. xii+55. 

The tendency to make of text-books, especially those intended 
for use in secondary schools and colleges, a thesis expounding 
some pet theory of the author is by no means uncommon at the 
present time. One striking merit in the work of Professor Fite 
is in having avoided this pitfall. In addition, the work is more 
than usually well divided, and though written with a view to 
introduce the student to present day conditions, the earlier 
periods in the history of the country have not been slighted. 
The author does, however, call attention to the fact that less 
space than usual has been given to military history. The 
reason for this departure is not stated. The bibliography 
appended to work is by no means exhaustive and suffers from 
the unaccountable omission of "date and place of publication' 
of the books which are enumerated. 



